Following God’s call
Living in the truth is not an easy thing
Not for Moses and the Israelite nation
Not for us today
Moses was a prophet
God’s spokesman
But he was overwhelmed
So some of the spirit of prophecy was taken from him
And given to others
This does not mean that what Moses had was limited
God is infinite
His spirit is infinite
It is similar to the sunshine
Just because it is shining on those in Madison
There is not less sun shining upon us in P d C
So God’s Spirit comes on 70 elders
Allowing them to share in his ministry
Easing Moses’s burden
Another thing we see in our first reading
God is not limited by human prescripts
All those chosen were called to the meeting tent
2 didn’t show up
But the spirit found them, and came upon them
And they prophesized
Much to the chagrin of Moses’s 2nd in command
Joshua wanted them silenced
They weren’t at the meeting tent
But Moses said no
Leave them be
If they received the spirit
God meant it to be so
They were to use their gift for the good off all
Moses would not limit God’s power
We see a similar thing in our Gospel
The disciples were a close group
Last week they were arguing about who was the greatest
Today, they find someone casting out demons in Jesus’ name
But he is not one of them
So they go to Jesus
Make him quit
But Jesus says no
He is not an enemy of his
The exorcisms he is performing is not limiting Jesus
What he is doing does not undermine Jesus
In fact, doing these things in his name
May just be helping others know Jesus
Works of mercy in his name
Even something as simple as giving a glass of water
Are commendable
We are to be very careful not to give scandal
If we cause another to sin
We will be severely punished
We are even called to take drastic action to avoid sin
Cutting off a hand
Plucking out an eye are drastic measures
But is Jesus telling us to physically cut off our hand?
To pluck out an eye?
I think there is something else going on
It is easy to be miss-led by the world
To think we are following the Spirit
While it is the world that speaks to our hearts
We see that both in our 1st reading and our Gospel
The people thought they were following the Spirit
That they were protecting God by protecting Moses and Jesus
But all of these were only trying to protect their own self interest
Their positions of power in their religious institutions
It is true that God normally works through the church
And the Church is bound to God
But God is not bound by the Church
This causes a certain tension
Between the institutional Church
And the charismatic movements
There have been times that the institutional church has failed
We see that over and over with the abuses that have come to light
And there have been those that have tried to use a charismatic appeal
Only to profit for themselves
These are sometimes difficult to judge properly
To do so we need to be healthy ourselves
And that is not easy
It is far easier to see the faults in others
That is the core of almost all political advertising
No one wants to lay out what they will do
They only want you to see how bad the other is
And we can get all caught up in it
Calling on others to fix whatever it is we object to
But at the center of all the issues in our country and world
Is the heart of the individual
We make excuses for ourselves
We put things off
We avoid anything that might challenge us to change
Christ says no
Now is the time
If your hand is the problem
Cut it off
If your eye
Cut it out
He is not telling us to physically mutilate ourself
He is telling us aggressive action is called for
Even action that costs us personally
Are we in a relationship that takes us from God?
Is there a particular person I need to distance myself from?
Does the internet cause me to sin?
We can try to fool ourself
I just won’t go to that website
But I can keep the net
I am strong; I don’t need any kind of filter
Is it cable?
I can keep this package for this channel
But I will stay away from that one
Perhaps it is a magazine
There is so much here I enjoy
I can skip that one issue
I can still go out with this group of friends
But I will stop at 2 drinks
Lies and half measures won’t produce results
We need to be honest with ourself
Going through life without cable is better than hell with cable
There will continue to be distractions
There will continue to be temptations to look at the sin of others
How can the Pope or bishop do this or that?
How can this political leader promote this or that?
We can demonize either the left or the right
And fail to change our own life
Avoiding the core issue for me
But that is where Christ is calling each of us
To recognize where we are
To see where we can grow
To change our personal life
Even when it is difficult
Even when others might not understand
We don’t simply endure evil or hardships
We root them from our life
And when we do that
We will begin to change the world
One person at a time
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